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BY JAMES MOCK 

Ever since I started shooting centerfire 
benchrest, I have wanted to attend the 
Firearms Industry Super Shoot. As a high 
school teacher, the last week of May was 
simply not the time to be away from 
school; so I would read Dick Wright's 
account of it. All good Muslims seek 
every means to travel to Mecca, and 
anyone who shoots benchrest has the 
same determination to be at Kelbly 's 
range the week before Memorial Day. 

I retired from teaching last year, and 
decided that 2003 was the year for my 
trip to Mecca . ... errr Kelbly's. I sent my 
money in last November to insure that I 
could shoot on the first relay. Because of 
a neck problem, I have trouble shooting 
later in the day, and an early relay would 
help me. Driving is also a problem, but I 
got lucky and convinced my friend 
Francis Broussard to travel with me from 
the Bayou State to northern Ohio. 

If the readers of this don't know 
Francis, they have missed a real gem of a 
man. Francis not only did most of the 
driving, he served as a personal guide at 
the Super Shoot. He knows all of the old
timers, and he can remember names and 
events of twenty years ago with uncanny 
ability. He has been away from group 
shooting for a while, but for those that 
don 't know him, he has accumulated nine 
Hall of Fame points (ten are required to 
get in) . He knows how to shoot. 

We left my house in Louisiana during 
· a thunderstorm, and it was about 9:35 

AM Saturday. The miles clicked off 
effortlessly as Francis told me of the days 
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when he, Don Geraci, Richard Milton, 
and Marcy Lyons could make shooters at 
any match take notice of the Cajuns from 
Louisiana. (Note: Not all people from 
Louisiana are Cajuns. I know that this 
may not be believed, but it is absolutely 
true.) We stopped at Elizabethtown, KY 
the first night and rolled into Kelbly's 
range at 1 :00 PM on Sunday. 

There were several shooters practicing 
for Wednesday's opening match, but I 
just walked around and tried to soak up 
the atmosphere of that great shooting 
facility. The Super Shoot has not always 
been at Kelbly's range, but it has been 
there as long as I can remember. Don 
Gentner (of bullet making fame) saved a 
table in the "bam" for Don Geraci, 
Francis and myself. We unloaded our 
"stuff' while Francis and Don Gentner 
would introduce first one shooter, then 
another to me. Many of those that I met 
are icons of the sport. Some of the men 
that I met for the first time were Skip 
Gordon (Father of the Super Shoot), 
Lee Euber, Allie Euber, Mike Walker 
(THE ICON OF BR), Jef Fowler, Tom 
Meredith, Jim Carmichel, Jim Borden, 
Sid Goodling and many, many others that 
were not at the' Nationals last year. Just 
getting to meet these men was a great 
thrill for a fledging shooter like myself. 

Monday and Tuesday found me 
shooting both of my rifles. One is an old 
friend . . . a Rosenthal with a Hart barrel 
and EDGE stock chambered for the .22 
Mac (.2~ PPC-.095" that ..yas first used 
by the late Mac McMillan). I tried two 
bullets ahead of 25.1 grains of 8208 and 
both shot well, but I opted to shoot the 

Griffin 51 gr. pills . The next up for testing 
was a rifle that I bought just 10 days or so 
before the shoot. It is a 7.5 inch BAT with 
Krieger barrel, Scoville stock, and is 
chambered for the 6 PPC. I shot two 
bullets during the match with this "new" 
rifle. One was a 62 gr. bullet on a .750 
jacket from Ronnie Cheek, and the other 
was a 66 gr. Lahr built on an .825 jacket. 
Both bullets shot well, so I decided to 
shoot the 66 grainer at 200 yards and the 
62 at 100 yards. I decided that the 6mm 
would be used in the light varmint and the 
.22 would be relegated to the heavy 

The 2002 Benchrest Shooter of the Year, 
Wayne Campbell, holding the Precision 
Shooting award plaque. Mr. Campbell 
declined to addreSfi the question of just 
what is his correct full name, which 
means that this issue remains up in the 
air at press time. 
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I always dreamed on one day meeting Mike Walker, and here 
the author (on right) gets to do just that. 

These two shooters squared off against each other in a lot of 
matches over the years ... Lester Bruno on left and Don 
Geraci ... both in the Hall of Fame. 
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Popular PS benchrest writer Dick Wright, standing by Tony 
Boyer's #78 target on the Wailing Wall. Naturally he told me it 
was his target. The Editor tells me that he's like that. 
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Super Shoot 2 Gun Aggregate winner Ron Hoehn (on right) 
with up-and-coming hot shooter Ken Hottenstein. 
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Another one of the grand old names that I just had to 
meet ... Allie Euber on left ... the number two ranked point 
holder in Hall of Fame records. 

Many Hall of Fame shooters were in attendance; 16 if I 
counted correctly. 

Continued on page 1 7 
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The Super Shoot Was Super! 
Continued from page 15 

varmint (or 13.5#) category. Both rifles 
will make the 10.5# limit. The final aggs 
should tell me which is better. . .. the .22 or 
the 6mm. As a side note, Mike Ratigan 
(one of the premier .22 shooters) was 
practicing next to me, and he stated that 
shooting a good .22 is like cheating. He 
went on to admonish me to NOT tell 
everyone that the .22's are so good! The 
final aggs for me revealed that the 6mm 
may give a little edge in the famous wind 
of "sunny Ohier". My 10.5 agg with the 
6mm was .2827, good for 16th place. The 
13.5# category found me with a .2778 agg 
that was in 75th place ... hmrnmmm. The 
boys and girls at Kelbly's shot the heavy 
category much better than they did the 
10.5# rifles. Since many shot the SAME 
rifle, I would venture a guess that the 
conditions were better for small groups on 
Thursday and Friday than they were on 
Wednesday and Saturday when the 10.5# 
rifles were used. 

Tuesday (before the match began) was 
greeted with a torrential downpour (Ohio 

Ron Bartlett's Original 
Vais™Muzzle Brake 

Most muzzle brakes reduce recoil, but 
none as quietly as the Vais™. 

USED BY TOP PROFESSIONALS: 
Nesika Bay Precision- McMillan Bros. Rifles
Christensen Arms - Lazzeroni Arms - Arizona 

Ammunition- Kelbly's Inc.- Bruce Baer
Gre-Tan Rifles- Bill Shehane- Krieger Barrels 

Hart Rifle Barrels, Inc. - Pac-Nor Barreling 

Available in .17 Cal, to 50 BMG, and diameters 
from .650" to 1.50". Installed prices start at $175 
for stainless or blued. Dealer pricing is also 
available for brakes installed in our shop, or for 
brakes only (to be installed by other qualified 
gunsmiths). 

VAIS ARMS, INC. 
13707 Wood Point 

San Antonio, Tx 78231 
PH/FAX: (210) 479-2803 
www .muzziebrakes.com 

Ron Bartlett, President 

was living up to its reputation) . However, 
there were hardy souls who did not let a 
little rain spoil their practice. I walked 
around, ate the great pies made by the 
Kitchen Krew (mainly the Kelbly ladies), 
drank coffee, and talked with the great 
shooters who were in attendance. I even 
talked Jim Carmichel into allowing me an 
interview. Jim, like myself, decided to 
forgo this last day of practice. Back to the 
Legacy Inn in Wadsworth (about 15 miles 
from he range). Francis and I talked 
basketball, baseball, and mainly benchrest 
shooting. After a call to our respective 
wives back in Louisiana, I was off to bed. 
Did I sleep well?? Are you kidding? I 
could count on one hand the number of 
hours of sleep I got that night (I would 
probably have a couple of fingers not 
used) . This was old hat for Francis, and he 
seemed to sleep better than I. 

The six o'clock wake-up call came 

about an hour and a half after I had gotten 
dressed. It was time for Francis to stir, and 
for both of us to get to Kelbly's for the 
"fun" to begin for "real" . The rain had 
cleared out by this time, and anxiety 
waxed as we approached the range. 
Everything was in a hustle-bustle mode as 
we wound our way through the campers. I 
was to shoot on the first relay and Francis 
was on the 6th relay. Maybe I should have 
opted for a later start since my hand shook 
greatly as I readied my equipment. After 
Jim Kelbly finished the opening cere
monies, we were ready to shoot. He stated 
that this was warm-up match #1 , relay #1 
ofthe 10.5#competition. Hey James! This 
is ONLY a warm up match . . .. .it doesn't 
count in the grand agg. Well, my warm-up 
was a respectable .254 and I thought that 
my nervousness was over. .. .. NOT. 

Continued on next page 

John Brown, inducted into the Hall at this year's Super Shoot, looks rather pleased, 
as well he should be. Behind him here are Faye Boyer, Allie Euber and Ed Watson. 
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• Clinch River Bullets- Featuring Pre-formed Boat Tails • 30 Caliber 216 Grain VLD • 6.5mm 147 
Grain VLD • 6mm 106 Grain VLD 

• Border Barrels - cut Rifled Hand Lapped Any contour and lWist 
Obermeyer Approved SR Rifling 

• Now available Kolbe's P-Max Chamber Pressure Measuring Device 
by Dr. GeOffrey Kolbe 

• Congratulations to Rich DeSimone Holder of the New IBS 1000 Yard Light Gun 
world Record of 1.561 inches using Clinch River 6.5mm 147 Grain VLD Bullets I \ )lo 

• Ohaus scales- we offer the Navigator and Adventurer series scales 

Congratulations to John Holllger Civilian Service Rifle National Champion 
using a Border Barrel h . . 

Cline River Outfitters 
PO Box 818 I 120 Sawmill Road • Norris, TN 37828 • 18651 805·1036 • www.clinchriveroutfitters.com 
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The Super Shoot Was Super! 
Continued 

After the warm-up was completed, a 
quick look at thewailing wall revealed to 
me that this was the "big times". I have 
never seen such shooting, and it may be 
better for a competitor to avoid looking 
before the final results are in. When the 
first relay was called to the line for the 
first match, the realization of what was 
before me came into clear focus. My 
vertical group measured a not-so-good 
.396, but I finished without fainting. I felt 
a burden was lifted after that match. The 
next four measured .239, .178, .258, and a 
.357 for a .2856 agg and 33rd place. 
Whewww ! I survived day one without a 
major train wreck (my apologies to Bill 
Forrester for that analogy). 

Before going into the results of the other 
days, let me tell you about some of my 
goals for this shoot. Glenn Newick recom
mended that benchrest shooters set goals 
for the matches that they attend. I normally 
set goals that are too high, but they allow 
me to show improvement in my evolution 
as a benchrest shooter. My goals for 

Simply Im 
ARBOR PRESS 

the Super Shoot were as follows; 1. Hear 
Jim Kelbly say "come getchurr money" 2. 
Shoot a "two" at 200 yards 3. Finish in the 
top 60 in the two-gun, and 4. Finish ahead 
of George Kelbly in the two-gun. (Well, I 
had to have one that was tough.) 

Day two saw me unease the 
Rosenthal/.22PPC Mac. The warm-up 
was an unimpressive .309, and I reminded 
myself. ... watch the wind flags, dummy. 
Match #1 began with a couple of sighters 
that were true to the left-to-right wind. 
My first Record was caught by a little 
stronger gust and sweat beaded on my 
brow in the 40-something degree Ohio 
air. The bullet was too far to the right and 
the "chase" was on. The sighter showed 
the same as when I started, so it was time 
to go upstairs . "Pow", the second shot did 
not open the hole as best as my 40X 
Leupold could tell. Three, four and five 
were with the same hold and the group 
looked really good. I got a thumbs-up 
from Don Gentner who shot about four 
benches to my right Target #49 showed an 
.078 and I was very elated. 

Don Geraci told me that this may 
hold up as small group of the day, and 

• press zve. 
Extremely smooth ram action accomplished with the use of 
brass pinion gears and pinion shaft bushing. The base is made 
from nickel plated steel. Remaining parts are from aircraft 
quality aluminum and stainless steel. Light weight and heavy 
models also available. 

Starting at 
Only $85 + Shipping 

TURRET RELOADING PRESS 
This compact precision turret reloading 
press has interchangeable turrets. This 
makes changing calibers accurate and easy. 
Rugged construction from quality materials 
guarantees precision reloading. Available in 
2, 3, and 4 position turrets. Extra turret 
available. 

Starting at 

Only $235 + Shipping 

HARRELL TOOL COMPANY 

5683 Hickory Drive, Salem, VA 24153 
Cell: 540-312-8665 Shop: 540-380-2683 

harrelltoolc.o@ adelphia. net 

Also see 
Harrell's 
Precision 

ad for other 
quality reloading 

products. 

win a Leupold Competition scope, 
and monneee. Well, the group did 
win that match and it survived an .088, 
and a .092. The day wore on, and the last 
match loomed. The group survived until 
the fifth relay (I think) of match five, and 
Ken Hottenstein fired an .071. This can be 
a cruel game. Oh well, one of my goals 
was met when Jim Kelbly announced 
"James Mock, come getchum money." 

Tricky winds for the rest of the day 
kept me in the threes and I finished the 
100 yard HV with a .2970 agg. Well, I 
survived two days at Kelbly's range and 
was in the top quarter in the 100 yard agg. 
Tomorrow would bring the two hundred 
yard HV stage of the match, and I felt 
ready. Just to be sure, I decided to shoot a 
little at the 200 yard distance. I had shot 
some at this distance on Tuesday, but now 
I wanted to decide if I were to use the .22 
or the 6mm. I shot both and the 6mm 
seemed to hold a slight advantage as far 
as wind deflection is concerned. If the 
truth be known, I don't shoot well enough 
to tell the difference. I finally opted to 
shoot the 6mm at 200 yards. 

Good grief! It is Friday already! 
Where has the time gone? Now it is time 
to get serious. Two hundred yard matches 
seem to allow me to focus better on the 
wind flags. I think that this extra concen
tration has allowed me to usually shoot 
somewhat better at 200 than at 100 yards. 
Now was my chance. The warm-up saw a 
"keeper" .383" group. When match one 
came around, so did the wind and I shot a 
.650 in it followed by a .439, a .599, .551, 
and finished with a respectable .348. My 
HV 200 yard agg. Was .2587. I'll take it! 

The LV 200 was on tap for the last day 
and I noticed that the tremor had returned 
to my hands as I readied for the warm-up. 
A "so-so" .509 was the result of my 
efforts then. A small prayer was softly 
uttered as I prepared for match one. I 
know the Lord does not have favorite 
shooters, but if he could just keep me 
from passing out, I would be grateful. My 
left-to-right wind was blowing; the same 
one that I had shot all week. (With a 
couple exceptions, when I had to shoot 

B.J:FLE BASJ:X 
Triggers that work RIGHT! 

REMINGTON,SAVAGE & MARLIN 

(704) 566-1939 
P.O. Box 23593, Charlotte, NC 28227 
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something else). My sighter was true to 
the conditions, but my first record shot 
went 1 1/2 rings to the right as the condi
tions changed just as I shot. Hmmmmm! I 
shot a screamer at 100 by chasing the first 
shot. Could I do it again? Down to the 
sighter, and back up to the record. All of a 
sudden, the air was awful thin, and I had 
trouble pulling that "hard" 1 112 ounce 
trigger. The second shot cut the hole of the 
first while I held outside the mothball. 
This is unusual for me to hold that much. 
Can I possibly get away with three more 
shots with such a radical hold. Three, four, 
and five stayed true and I garnered a .252. 
This fulfilled a second goal. Now I had 
won money, and shot a "two" at 200 
yards. 

The running stat sheet posted me as in 
first place in the LV grand agg after this 
group. This was adding more and more 
pressure to me as the match progressed. I 
realize that a really small group will 
temporarily move one up in the standings, 
but for a relatively new shooter this was 
"Lagniappe" as we say in Louisiana. My 
decline from this lofty position began with 
match two, even though I managed a very 

Sierra Toll-Free Tech Guys 
Front Row (L·R): Dave Brown, Paul Box 

good (for me) .447" group. A .767 started 
a slide in the standings that saw me in 
eighth place in LV and 12th in the two-gun 
after four matches. One match to go, and I 
thought my hand shook on day one! I fired 
very few rounds in match four so I opted 
to not clean. There were eight loaded 
rounds and I also chose to not load any 
more. This was a mistake. 

As I placed my rest on bench thirteen, 
I paused to give thanks for this wonderful 

event where a beginner like myself can 
shoot with greats like Mike Walker, Tony 
Boyer, and Allie Euber. No matter what 
kind of group my shaky hands produced 
on this last group, it has been great. 

In my infinite wisdom, I decided to 
start on the record target if my favored 
right-to-left conditions were present. They 
were there, but not as strong as before. 

Continued on next page 
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NORTH MANUFACTURING CO., INC. 
PO Box 1010 • CAMPBELLSPORT, WI 53010 • T 920.922.4882 • F 920.922.4 894 

With over 156 years of combined competitive shooting 
experience, nearly 256 years of combined reloading experi
ence and over 281 years of combined hunting experience, 
our Ballistic Technicians have been there and done that. In 

the process, they've each developed an expertise 
unmatched in the ihdustry, and they're ready to 

share their knowledge with you. 
Call them Toll-Free at 1-800..223-8799 

to have your questions answered about 
reloading, ballistic information or the best bullet 

for your next shooting experience. 
The Sierra Toll-Free Tech Guys. 

Second Row Seated (L·R): Robert Treece, Rich Machhofz 
Back Row (L·R): Carroll Pilant, Duane Siercks 

Been there! Done that! 

1400 West Henry Street· Sedalia, MO 65301 
Call TOLL-FREE 1-800.223-8799 for tech support. All other business 1-888-223-3006. 

Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Central lime 
660-827-6300 ·FAX 660.827-4999 • e-mail: sierra@sierrabullets.com 

Contact your dealer for the complete line of Sierra bullets or visit 

www.sierrabullets.com 
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"The saddest of all possible words ... lt might have been." My fifth record LV 200 
yard target. Four shots in .358, and that errant little (censored) out to the left made 
it an .858. Bad day at Black Rock! 

ANTDONY~S PRECISION RIFLES 
HIGH QUALITY RIFLE SMITHING 

Specializing in custom 

• Benchrest rifles 
• Varmint rifles 
• Remington 700 I XP lOO's 
• Pillar Bedding 

Call: Anthony Pettiti 
15539 Usher Street 

San Lorenzo, Ca 94580 
510-538-1288 (Aftemoon's are best) 

8-32x56mm, 12-42x56mm, 
and 5.5-22x56mm 

Now Available 

G ary's 
un 
Shop 

2500Guns 
In Stock! 

3.5 - 15X • 12 - 42X Ughted Ranging Reticles 
100 Nightforce Scopes In Stock. 

Same Day Shipping 

Call 800-444-1087 
www.garysgunshop.com 
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The Super Shoot Was Super! 
Continued 

The first shot (for record) went smack in 
the middle of the mothball. This ain't 
right! With only three extra rounds, I went 
to the sighter. The sighter told me to hold 
at about two o'clock on the outer edge of 
the mothball. EUREKA! It worked just 
as planned. Shot three came along with a 
letup in the conditions and the strike of 
the bullet was between the nine and ten 
rings at 9 o'clock. I laid my head on the 
stock because I knew that many shooters 
passed me in the standings because of that 
shot. I still have two more shots to shoot, 
but I can ' t make it any bigger. That, my 
friends, is certainly not true. As long as 
one is inside the borders, ha can always 
add to his woes. i did not add any appre
ciable width to my group, and as a matter 
of fact four of the five measured .358". 
Oh, what could have been. I am sure that 
this same scenario was played out by at 
least 100 of the shooters in attendance. 

The errant shot dropped me from 3th 
to 16th in the LV Grand and from 12th to 
25th in the two-gun. One of the shooters 
who passed me was Cecil Tucker, who 
shot a .233 on his last target. That is why 
Cecil is the shooter that he is. Pressure 
does not open his groups the way that it 
does mine. Even with the collapse at the 
end, I was well pleased with my shooting. 
The .858 was my largest group at 200 
yards and the first match .396 was my 
worst 100 yard group. Hmmmmm, alpha 
and omega! As they say about any hunter 
who has drank water from the Zambezi 
River, they must return. It is the same 
with the Firearms Industry Super Shoot. 
If the Lord is willing, I shall return. As a 
post script to this account of my Super 
Soot, Jet me truly congratulate Ron 
Hoehn, Bart Sauter, J. D. Denoff, and the 
other top shooters who conquered the 
marathon event. It was great! 

James Mock 

BII.D 'tOR «Mtt PORT/flE ROT~ StkXJTl«; BEtrJ1 
PLA, PACKAGE I,CLUOES 
MATERIAL CUT LIST,~ 

';~~ ~g~:/t~':Jio: mail or 
- ROTATES 360° USPS 
- TOP ELEVATES FOR Hill SHOOTING I 
- HAULS ON YOUR TRAILER HITCH ~ 

www.ricblrdscustomriflrs. Ctllll f ~ 
grDundluginc@lligJutr~•m . n~t 

10431 STEWARTSVILLE ROAD, VINTON. VA 24179 (540- 890- 8649) 


