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No photograph can do true justice to the lustrous bluing of the action, bases, rings, and trigger guard. 
All have been highly polished and are closer to black than blue in tint. The scope is a Bausch and 
Lomb 4000 Elite 6 x 24 Variable, mounted in Burris Signature rings with pivoting inserts. 

BY ROLAND PAOLUCCI 
All photos by the author unless 

otherwise identified. 

FIRST SOME BACKGROUND 
Some years ago, in a moment of 

weakness, I bought a pre-owned 
benchrest rifle that had been sitting 
in the rack at the Kelbly shop in 
N. Lawrence, Ohio. I'm sure that 
those of you who shoot benchrest 
know of the Kelbly name, either 
through participating in the Super 
Shoot (which is held annually 
at the Kelbly range) or as the 
manufacturer of the Stolle line of 

benchrest actions. I have never 
participated in this exacting sport 
for several reasons. First of all, 
I don ' t enjoy participating in 
competitive sports . It's just not in 
my nature. But even more impor
tantly, I am aware that if I wished 
to become proficient at benchrest, 
I would need to spend more time 
at it than I am willing to take. I 
enjoy varmint hunting, especially 
at a long distance, and enjoy 
working with many different 
rifles in almost as many different 
calibers. I decided that it would 
be too big a sacrifice! 

The two Stolle action rifles. On the top the Panda in a synthetic 
Benchrest stock. Below, the Grizzly II in its Claro walnut sporter stock. 
Each rifle can utilize the three bolts and all barrels chambered for 
either. 

On the other hand, I live about 
a half hour away from the Kelbly 
range and have been a member 
there for over twenty-five years. 
One cannot be shooting there with 
any kind of regularity without 
rubbing shoulders with die-hard 
and knowledgeable benchresters. 
Seeing those tiny groups opened 
my eyes to what accuracy was 
really about. Once I expressed an 
interest in learning, almost every 
trip to the range became a higher 
education class in the art of load 
development, reading wind, trigger 
control, etc. I ceased thinking that 
one-inch groups were satisfactory 
and had purchased a press and the 
other equipment that enabled me 
to load at the range. This in itself 
opened the door to a whole new 
world of load development. 

One day I noticed that the price 
of a benchrest rifle on the rack 
had dropped $400. It was a Stolle 
Panda action in an attractively 
painted Lee Six benchrest stock, 
with a Jewell trigger and a heavy 
varmint barrel, all for $1400. I did 
the math and I figured that it was 
a bargain, even if the barrel was 
over the hill (it wasn ' t) . As it 
turned out, I knew the previous 
owner, Chuck Dallesandro, who 
had retired and wanted a new 
Panda so he put this rifle up for 
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sale. Some of you may know 
Chuck as a benchrest stocker/ 
painter, something he only does 
when it doesn't interfere with 
his hunting, fishing, winter trips 
to Florida, or competing during 
benchrest season. As would be 
expected, the· rifle shot extremely 
well and I even briefly kicked 
around the idea of participating 
in some local matches. Friends 
encouraged me to try at the Super 
Shoot, explaining that, with so 
many participants and relays, I 
would have plenty of time and the 
odds were that I wouldn't end up 
last! (Not exactly something to 
build my confidence!) After some 
thought I deferred. 

I decided to use the Panda for 
long-range varminting, not as a 
field carry rifle, but to shoot from 
a bench. One of the first things 
I did was to buy a barrel vise and 
action wrench. Since I'm pretty 
recoil sensitive, I had a lead in
got inserted in the butt, bringing 
its weight with a barrel to 16 lbs. 
Having already scored hits beyond 
500 and 1000 yards during trips to 
Montana, I decided to try for 1500 
yards. I started by having George 
Kelbly chamber a barrel for me 
in 6.5 x 284. At the same time, 
Kelbly opened the PPC bolt face to 
.308 size, which still allows full 
function with the PPC case. The 
following year I had Neal Waltz 
chamber a Shilen barrel in 7mm 
Ultra Mag. In order to be able to 
use this barrel on the Panda, I had 
Kelbly make another bolt for me 
with a magnum bolt face. I eventu
ally scored at 1500 with the 7mm 
and then purchased a 300 Ultra 
Mag barrel to use at 2000 yards. 

AN IDEA BEGINS TO FORM 
Ever since I first watched a 

barrel changed on a benchrest rifle, 
I wondered about all the fuss made 
in advertisements for switch bar
reled rifles. I was already aware 
that one could order a new barrel 

for a Stolle action without having to 
send the action for fitting, which is 
evidence that Kelbly's maintains 
tight tolerances. 

I have never had a custom rifle 
built from scratch to my specifica
tion. I decided that the time had 
come. I already had the Panda in a 
benchrest stock, with two bolts and 
barrels in 6PPC, 6.5 x 284, 7mm 
Ultra Mag and 300 Ultra Mag. 
Might it be possible to have another 
action made with a .223 bolt face 
and have that bolt interchange with 
the Panda? With three bolt face 
sizes, my choice of calibers would 
be huge. I spoke with Jim Kelbly 
and he said that they could make 
what I wanted. Now the question 
remained as to just what to order. I 
had to match the Panda action so I 
decided on a right bolt, right port 
Grizzly II, which is a round stain
less steel action that Kelbly's has 
been making since 2001. Bolts and 
barrels are interchangeable with 
Panda actions. 

Next I had to decide about a 
barrel. My cartridge options that 
use the .223 bolt face were many 
and could include such factory and 
wildcat cartridges as the 17 Mach 
IV, the Tactical 20, the 20 Vartarg, 
the 221 Fireball, the .223 and its 
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Ackley version, the 222 magnum, 
or even the latest rage, the .204 
Ruger. However, for two reasons, 
I decided on a triple deuce, the 
.222. First, I had never had one 
before, and second, its reputation 
for accuracy is outstanding so I 
inquired if Kelbly's had any 22 
caliber Kreiger barrels in stock. I 
know how popular Kreiger's have 
become and that orders for their 
barrels are taking several months 
to fill. Kelbly 's did have one in 
light varmint configuration. Not 
wishing to turn necks I asked that 
they use a reamer with a standard 
neck. I picked up 100 pieces of 
Lapua 222 brass. Kelbly 's was 
now manufacturing a new bench
rest trigger. (See the November 
2006 issue of PS for more details.) 
It seemed appropriate to have this 
new trigger on this new rifle. 

Since I had a benchrest stock 
on the Panda, I opted for a sporter
style stock for the Grizzly II, as 
I wanted it as a carry gun in the 
field. I have always been smitten 
by handsome wood on a rifle 
so I followed my instinct and 
purchased a well-figured claro 
walnut blank that Kelbly's had 

Continued on next page 

Three bolts that interchange in the authors Panda and Grizzly actions. 
From left to right: .223, .308, and magnum bolt face. The .308 was 
originally a PPC bolt face, but after being opened up to .308, still 
functions for the PPC. 
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available. Things were starting to 
come together. 

I needed someone to make and 
fit the stock. I immediately thought 
of Tom Kelley, who I had met in 
Montana while prairie dog shoot
ing. Tom had subsequently made a 
thumbhole stock for a Contender 
carbine for me and had done a fine 
job. I shoot lefty and Tom wanted a 
left-hand pattern for future use. He 
had been easy to work with, and, 
along the way, had made several 
changes for me. The stock and 
forend traveled back and forth 
several times between my house 
and Kelley's in Virginia, and get
ting closer to its final shape with 
each trip. When I offered this new 
project to him, Tom readily agreed. 
I sent him the blank for his 
approval, explaining that I would 
prefer a Cooper Varrninter-shaped 
forend . Tom owns a Cooper Var
rninter so he knew exactly what I 
wanted. I also requested that he 
pillar bed the action. 

THE COSMETICS 
A major decision was made 

when I decided to have the Grizzly 
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II action made in chrome moly 
rather than in stainless. I envisioned 
a beautifully polished deep blued 
action, with bases and rings to 
compliment it. Jim Kelbly said 
that they were about to start a 
run of Grizzly 's and were already 
planning to make a few in chrome 
moly so my request presented 
no problems. Then I had another 
thought. I just had a Colt Single 
Action Army restored. It was stolen 
from me about twenty years ago 
and recently found and returned by 
the local constabulary. It had been 
mistreated during its absence, with 
light pitting all over its exterior. I 
had taken it to master pistolsrnith, 
Andy Horvath, who cleaned it up, 
polished and reblued it and had the 
case color parts redone by Turn
bull Restorations . The case coloring 
was absolutely gorgeous! I have 
seen several Cooper rifles with case 
colored actions, rings and trigger 
guard. I thought that case coloring 
of my action would look great. 
Upon contacting Doug Turnbull, 
my hopes were dashed. I was told 
that they would not apply a color 
case finish to a bolt action (except 
like the rimfire Cooper I saw) 
because the heating process used to 
case color could make the steel too 
brittle. When you think about it, 
one only sees case color finishes on 

~ The Claro walnut blank as it looked when first seen by the author. It 
8 had a clear finish applied so that the fiddle back figure in the wood 

could be seen. 
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rifles and pistols that are chambered 
for low-pressure cartridges. Oh 
well, into every life must come 
some disappointments. I guess my 
original thought for a deep blue 
finish would have to prevail. 

There were still a number of 
details to work out. To start with, 
someday I might want to use the 7 
or 300 Ultra Mag barrels on the 
Grizzly II. Torn Kelley advised 
me that these cartridges could 
stress and crack the wood stock at 
the weakest point, the wrist. He 
suggested that we should incorpo
rate a recoil lug for safety 's sake. 
Kelbly's has been providing a 
Remington-style recoil lug for their 
Grizzly actions when requested. 
However, using one changes the 
headspace dramatically, rendering 
my Panda barrels unusable on the 
Grizzly. The interchangeability that 
I desired would be gone. After some 
discussion we decided that a lug 
fitted to the bottom of the action 
would solve this problem. I remem
bered that Cooper rifles actions 
have just such a lug so, after 
checking one of my Coopers, I 
called Rob Behr at Cooper Firearms 
and asked if he would send me one. 
I'm not sure that he even knew what 
I had in mind or if I even mentioned 
what I wanted it for. He sent me one 
the next day. I had Neal Waltz, the 
riflesmith who does most of my 

Two examples of the stock work 
by Tom Kelley. Photo by Kelley. 

gunsmithing, mill a dovetail in the 
bottom of the receiver and fit the 
lug. 

SOME DETAILS 
Since the action was to be 

highly polished and blued, I 
wanted bases and scope rings 
that would match. I contacted Bill 
Dalley at Colorado Optics and 
ordered Burris Gun Smith Bases in 
the Redfield/ Leupold style. These 
steel base blanks come in the white 
and need to have a radius milled to 
fit the top of an action. They also 
need holes drilled to match those 
already drilled and tapped in the 
Grizzly. Neal Waltz also handled 
this for me. At the same time I also 
ordered a set of high gloss Burris 
Signature rings with Pos-Align 
inserts. As in the past, the items 
were in stock and were shipped 
immediately. I got them in the mail 
two days later. As usual, great 
service at a good price. 

I was in almost daily communi
cation with Kelley. He had already 
told me that I had a quality piece 
of wood and that the blank was 
broad enough to execute the wide 
forend that I had requested. Torn 
decided to make a pattern stock 
out of a piece of mahogany and 
send it to me for basic approval. 
He had to do a bit of guessing 
because he did not have an action 
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to work with. Torn had been a little 
generous with some of the dimen
sions but, as he said, "It' s a lot 
easier taking wood off than putting 
it back on." I marked the stock with 
the changes I wanted and sent it 
back to him. 

I had decided that, as this was to 
be a field-carry stock, I wanted to 
have the option of using a sling. I 
have a Browning High Wall with 
factory installed Pachrnayr swivels 
whose bases are virtually flush 
with the stock. You can remove 
the swivels by just pressing them 
in and giving them a quarter tum. 
Unlike traditional studs these 
bases protrude so little that they 
are no problem riding on bags. I 
thought they would be perfect 
but understood that they had not 
been available for a while. When I 
looked, I was pleasantly surprised 
to find that they were again listed in 
the Brownell's catalog. I ordered a 
set and, while I was at it, ordered a 
steel Remington 700 style trigger 
guard. When they arrived I sent 
them on to Kelley. After inspect
ing them and thinking about the 
problems presented by their instal
lation, Tom recommended that we 

Continued on next page 

The Cooper recoil lug installed in 
a dovetail at the bottom of the 
Grizzly II action. Sto~kmaker Tom 
Kelley advised that without one, 
the stock might be damaged after 
repeatedly firing heavy recoiling 
cartridges like the 7mm and 300 
Ultramag. Neal Waltz did the 
milling and fitting. 



34 

About The Cover ... The Ultimate Switch 
Barrel Rifle System Continued 

purchase the installation kit that Brownell's sells just 
for this purpose. 

We decided that it would make the most sense to 
wait until Kelley was finished fitting and pillar bedding 
the action before having it polished and blued. Tom 
would have to be taking it in and out of the stock 
numerous times during the mortising and bedding 
process. No matter how careful he would be, there 

Pachmayr sling swivels offer a practical solution for 
hunters who want to also shoot effectively from bags. 
The swivels remove easily when depressed and 
turned 90 degrees. Their bases are almost flush and 
ride on bags very well. 

S. S. Wheeled Shooting Stool 

THE FINAL SOLUTION 

TO MOVING YOUR 

EQUIPMENT ON 

THE RANGE. 

TESTED AND PROVEN 

AT CAMP PERRY. 

Schneller 
Manufacturing Inc. 
727-549-21 00 
Order by phone or at 
www.schnellermanufacturing.com 
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would be too many opportunities to scratch or 
somehow mar the finish. So I sent it to Kelley in the 
white. A week or so later Tom called, reported that he 
had finished the bedding process, and that he would 
be sending back the action. He was concerned that a 
varmint hunting trip I had planned was coming up 
soon and wanted to complete the stock work in case I 
wanted to take this rifle with me. So, while he put the 
oil finish on the stock, I could have the metal polished 
and blued. 

MORE DETAILS 
I had already made arrangements for the polishing 

of the action, along with the bases, scope rings, trigger 
guard, and sling swivels. I knew that the polishing 
determines the quality of the bluing; the better the 
polishing, the more lustrous and deep the bluing. I had 
previously seen the polishing work done at Kelbly's by 
Tom Griffin. His work is skillful and meticulous so I 
knew that the results would produce just the kind of 
blued finish I was looking for. 

Griffin finished the job in prompt fashion so I was 
ready to have the action and other parts blued. I had 
recently met a part-time gunsmith Bill Stone at Dick's 
Gun Room, a local hangout for gun nuts like myself. 
I'm sure that most readers know what I mean when 
I say that, every once in a while, one can size up a 
person after just a few minutes of conversation. This 
was the case with "Stony." He is knowledgeable and 
has been doing a variety of gunsmithing for Dick's and 
their customers, having earned a reputation for doing 
fine work. I inquired if he would be willing to blue 
my action/parts and he agreed. I delivered the parts 
and Bill had them done in a few days. They were 
absolutely beautiful. The only way words can describe 
the bluing would be to say that if you have ever seen 
an early Colt Python you will know what I mean. I 
assembled the parts, attached the trigger, bases, and 
rings and mounted a Bausch and Lomb 6 x 24 Elite 
4000 scope (glossy finish, of course) and admired the 
result. Now all that was needed was the stock. 

Kelley called and said that the drying of the oil 
finish was not going as well as he had hoped. As 

The pillar-bedded stock, showing the recoil lug 
mortise and aluminum pillars. The stock to action fit 
is perfect. 
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mentioned earlier, the claro stock 
was nicely figured, with fiddle
back showing throughout. Because 
of this, the hand-rubbed oil finish 
was drying unevenly, due to differ
ences in density of the wood. The 
high humidity in Virginia was not 
helping either. He said he was 
sending the stock and that I should 
take the rifle with me to Montana 
shoot it and enjoy it, and he would 
finish the stock when I got back. I 
waited (not too patiently) and 
when it arrived I got my first look 
at it since I last seen the blank. 
Despite the uneven finish it was 
beautiful! I installed the action, 
swivel bases and trigger guard. I 
put on the 222 barrel and took it 
out the range, where I proceeded 
to put together a load, using 52 gr. 
Berger varmint bullets and Vihta
Vuori N133. By the time I had 
broken in the barrel and fireformed 
the brass I had a load that consis
tently shot well under a half inch 
at 100 yards (no wind flags.) But 
with only 100 pieces of brass, 
I decided not to take it with the 
. 222 barrel. I had already planned 
to take my .223 Kimber and had 
plenty of ammunition for it. In
stead, I screwed on the 6.5 x 284 
barrel. My son, Ilya, was joining 
me on the hunt and was hoping 
to make the 1000 yard club. I had 
an accurized Remington 700 for 
him, chambered for the 22-243 
Middlested with a good load for 
80 grain bullets. I decided to use 
the 6.5 x 284 for his backup and 
I already had ammunition loaded 
for both. The first test of bar
rel/bolt/action interchangeability 
showed that the 6.5 x 284 barrel 
and .308 bolt worked perfectly on 
the new Grizzly and required only 
three rounds to center the scope. 

In Montana, I fired a few rounds 
at 1000 yards to range it in, but 
Ilya scored at 1065 yards with the 
Middlested so the new rifle was 

Continued on next page 
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When your cleaning rod gets stuck, you may be in the pits. 
What does your cleaning rod know that you don't? 

The Hawkeye knows! 

Hawkeye® Borescopes inspect firearms for defects 
that affect accuracy. Image rotation allows 360° 

examination of lands and grooves with the clarity of 
a medical endoscope. Adjustable focus $845, 

$75 rebate until 7/31/07. Limited Edition $645 . 
Now avaliable in 22" length, also in a .17 caliber model. 

Gradient Lens Corporation 800 536 0790 www.hawkeyeshooting.com 
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Customer Service: (719) 632-3795 • To Order: (800) 284-8671 • Fax Line: (7 19) 632-3493 
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not needed. When we returned from Montana, I pulled 
the 300 Ultra Mag barrel from the Panda, installed the 
.222 barrel, and switched bolts. At the range my first 
shot at 100 yards was an inch and a half high. I could 
virtually pull the barrel from the Panda and switch it to 
the Grizzly and start shooting at a groundhog without 

Tom Griffin, a Kelbly's employee since 1995, 
polishes the chrome moly Grizzly action, prepping it 
for bluing. Griffin is responsible for fitting and hand 
finishing actions after they come out of the CNC 
machines. The action was polished to a mirror finish 

Neil Jones Custom Products 
17217 Brookhouser Road, Saegertown, Pa 161J33 

(81/J) 763-2 76g Fax (81/J) 763-IJ228 
www.nei!jones.com ,Yones@mdvl.net 

THE LEADER llV IIUSHilVG S'l'YLE DIES FOR 80 YE1lRS 
Custom Dies to fit YOUR Chamber 

Neck Sizing B ump Dies, Seating Dies, & lVEW Full Length Adjustable Bump Die 
Built in either 7/8 x 14 Threaded Style or Benchrest Arbor Press Style 

CUSTOJ?l BfflLT RIFLES 
Live Varmint and Benchrest Rifles Built to the Highest Standards! 

R emington Acti.ons Accurized, Sako Extractors Installed, 
& Lever Type Bolt Stops Installed 

TRIGGER TUlVltVG 
Tuning of Most Bolt Action Rifle Triggers SAFELY to a Minimum 1 Pound. 

Call, Fax, or E-mail for further information and prices 
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re-sighting. I put it back on the Grizzly and did a little 
shooting during the next two weeks which satisfied 
me that the .222 barrel was a good one. So I pulled the 
barrel, removed the action and sent the stock back to 
Kelley. 

We talked several times in the next couple of weeks 
and he gave me progress reports. He assured me that 
all was going well and that he was satisfied with 
the oil finishing progress. We talked on a Friday and 
Kelley said that he would be sending it back to me on 
the following Monday. He called Monday evening, 
reporting that it had been shipped and providing the 
tracking number so that I could follow its progress to 
Ohio. It arrived on Wednesday and when I opened the 
box, I was truly amazed at how well it had turned out. 
The finish was a thing of beauty, with the fiddleback 
markings peering up from beneath the surface. I 
installed the barreled action and worked the bolt a few 
times. I couldn't have been more satisfied with it. The 
bolt was positively slick and the new Kelbly trigger, 
which was set for 6 ounces, was a dream. The rifle 
looked great and it shot great. 

I had my dream custom rifle (well, actually rifles.) 

Stocker Tom Kelley at his wood lathe, working on a 
Thompson Contender carbine stock. The author 
met Kelley while on a prairie dog hunt in Montana. 
Photo by Bernadette M. Conner. 
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Two switch barrel rifles, one 
benchrest, the other traditional, 
with three interchangeable bolts of 
.223, .308, and magnum size and, 
therefore, with almost unlimited 
cartridge variety. If I want a field 
gun, I have the Grizzly II in a 
sporter stock. If I want to shoot 
from a bench, I have the Panda in a 
benchrest stock. 

Sounds like the perfect switch 
barrel, switch bolt system to me! 

Kelbly 's Inc. 
7222 Dalton Fox Lake Road 
N. Lawrence, Ohio 44666 
330-683-4674 
FAX 330-682-7349 

Tom Kelley 
122 Kent Cove Rd. 
Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482 
804-435-3855 

Neal B.Waltz 
4105 Hyatt N.W. 
Massillon, Ohio 44646 
330-837-4818 
email: waltz@sssnet.com 

Bill Stone 
2220 Samira Road 
Stow, Ohio 44224 
330-686-0036 

Colorado Optics 
1746 East Mulberry 
Fort Collins, Colorado 80524 
1-800-640-6607 
www.ColoradoOptics.com 

Brownells 
200 South Front Street 
Montezuma, Iowa 50171 
1-800-741-0015 
www. brownells.com 

Krieger Barrels, Inc. 
2024 Mayfield Road 
Richfield, Wisconsin 53076 
262-628-8558 phone 
www.kriegerbarrels .com 
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Defects. 

Defects happen. 
What's in the chamber, leade, and bore of your newest fi rearm? 

The Hawkeye knows! 

Hawkeye® Borescopes inspect fi rearms for defects 
that affect accuracy. Image rotation allows 360° 

examination of lands and grooves with the clarity of 
a medical endoscope. Adjustable focus $845, 

$75 rebate until 7131107. Limited Edition $645. 
Now avaliable in 22" length, also in a . 17 caliber model. 

BOO 536 0790 www.hawkeyeshooting.com 


