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With 387 competitors on the grounds, 
there's bound to be some confusion! 

BY JAMES MOCK 

As surely as the swallows return to Capistrano each Spring, the benchrest 
shooters of the world gather at Kelbly 's range in northeast Ohio. Some (read Skip 
Otto) have been known to show up as early as 26 days prior to the event. Many 
arrive the weekend before the match begins on Wednesday for some final tuning. 

Hopes of fame and glory run high the days preceding that first Wednesday. That 
hope is fatally damaged for many during the first day, but if it were not for the 
mediocre shooters (like myself) the number of shooters would be rather small. 

Speaking of numbers, there were almost 400 shooters from at least 13 
countries at this year's shoot. This number required the use of seven relays. The 
job that Jim Kelbly did in keeping things running smoothly through this many 
relays is best described as superb. The target crew, the statisticians, scorer, and 
especially the four ladies in the kitchen deserve our sincere thanks for a job well 
done. 

There were many who camped at this year's shoot, and I would like to thank 
George Kelbly Sr. for putting so much investment in providing the extra "hook
ups" for those who brought their RV. 

Two of the best shooters today. Bart Sauter (L) and Allie Euber (R). 

Days before the match. 
For days (really weeks) before the 

match, I tried to get everything in order. 
I have tested some new equipment. 
Included in this is a 15 twist barrel from 
Tim North (Broughton Barrels). Also, 
I have been using some of Tom 
Meredith's bore cleaner with this new 
barrel, and I am impressed with its 
ability to remove carbon. I think that he 
markets it under the name of "TM 
Solution". 

The new barrel seemed to be up to 
the task of shooting in the world's 
largest benchrest match, so I screwed 
it in my 10.5 pound BAT-actioned 
Sporter. Tests indicated that this twist 
preferred shorter than normal bullets, 
so I settled on some 63 grainers with 
.750 jackets. 

For the 13.5 pound class I chose 66 
grain bullets with an .825 jacket to 
shoot in the 14 twist barrel that the 
heavy gun wears. 

Both rifles seemed to be ready, but 
was I? This was my second Super 
Shoot and perhaps the Sophomore jinx 
was at work. 

My traveling partner, Marshall 
Peacock (at his first Super Shoot), and 
I arrived at Kelbly's range mid
morning Sunday. This gave us two and 
a half days to "get ready". Actually, we 
were late considering the number of 
folks already there. Almost every bench 
was filled with aspiring winners of SS 
XXXII. 
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International flavor. 
The two days of practice passed 

quickly, and Wednesday found Jim 
Kelbly is his "place" conducting the 
opening ceremonies. He stated that 
there were twelve foreign countries 
represented at this year's Super Shoot. 
Enclosed are pictures of several of 
these shooters from far away lands. 
Included is the team from Japan, the 
husband and wife team (Stuart and 
Annie Elliot) from Australia, and the 
good neighbor from north of the 

day went about the same and I finished 
with a .2626 agg with the light gun. 

would clean a while and replace the 
bolt for another attempt. No good! 

border ........ Bill Gammon. I did not 

There was a "happening" that one 
occasionally must endure. This came in 
match one. After firing two sighters, I 
went to the record target and fired a 
shot that was true to those sighters. 
Quickly, I reloaded and attempted 
another shot only to find that my rifle 
would not fire . I worked the bolt and 
tried again ..... nothing. After removing 
my bolt, I tried to clean the trigger of 
any crud that would prevent the sear 
from returning to its normal position. I 

When Jim announced two minutes, I 
felt a little panic well up in my "craw". 

Jeff Graves and I have shot 
side-by-side for the three matches that 
we have both attended (last year's SS, 
the Long Range Nationals in GA, and 
this SS) . I noticed that he had 
completed his target and asked if I 
could borrow his rifle. 

"Yes, but I only have four rounds 

Continued on next page 
meet all of the foreign shooters, and I 
apologize for not including them in the 
pictorial account. 

Let the fun begin. 
Time for the relay one to go to the 

line for the first warm-up match. Your's 
truly found himself on Bench One, 
Relay One. Jim must have a slight 
sadistic trait since I shot this same 
group of benches last year (just 
kidding, Jim). As a side note, Tony 
Boyer says that bench one is one of the 
toughest places to shoot in the USA. 
Not to compare myself to Tony, but I 
find bench one to be easier for me than 
the entire right end of this range. 
Different strokes for different folks I 
reckon. The warm-up was shot in good 
conditions, but my group was only 
mediocre. Maybe the cool morning air 
had affected my "tune". The rest of the 

Dr. Lou Palmisano (L) and Ferris Pindell, co-inventors of the PPC cartridge, 
feted at a ceremony in their honor this year. 

Pejsa's Handbook of New, 
Precision Ballistics 

• A "must" for all shooters, from novice to expert. 
Numerous neat tips, many never before published. 
• From over 50 years of "doing" ballistics, and of 
teaching, both civilians and the military, by Prof. Art 
Pejsa, a world-renowned authority. 
• Learn to easily find and predict EXACT flight paths, 
scope clicks, velocity, energy, etc., on a small calculator. 
• Find the precise effects of winds, temperature, 
altitude, inclines; even due to the earth's rotation! 
• Become expert on subjects such as: gravity, drag 
and ballistic coefficients, recoil and bullet stability. 
• Contains formulas and tables for almost all cases. 
Handbook (or text Modern Practical Ballistics)- $22.95 

World's Most Accurate 
Ballistics, Now Hand-Held 
You've zeroed your 7 mm at 200 yds.A target appears 
at 385, with a 10 mph breeze from the right. What to do? 
You quickly put these numbers into the Palm. It shows: 
18 clicks up, 14 right. With good aim, a hit is assured, 
because our unique predicted trajectories are EXACT. 

On CD, ready for loading; with instructions: $49.95. 
Program, loaded on a new Palm Zire PDA, $149.95. 
We also still have COs for PCs & MACs; on ly $39.95. 

All postpaid; we also accept all major credit cards. 
--""".,cj 

PEJSA BALLISTICS 
1314 MARQUETTE AVE #906, MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55403 

Phone: 612-332-5073 Fax: 612-332-5204 
Email : pejsa@sprintmail.com 
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Jim Kelbly ... World's Best Rangemaster. 

The Kitchen Crew ... the most important people on the premises. (L toR) Karen 
Kelbly, Ruthie Kelbly, Arlene Inman, Janie Reynolds. 

George Kelbly Sr. 
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Super Shoot XXXII ..... 
World Class! 
Continued 

left." was his response. 
Since I had one round for record 

already, four would be enough; but there 
was none left for sighters. Jeff told me 
that his rifle shot at twelve o'clock about 
a bullet high. To say that the trigger was 
very hard to release for that first shot 
would be an understatement. The bullet 
cut the top of my bullet hole and I was 
very relieved. The next three shots went 
through the same hole and I garnered a 
.171 group. Thanks, Jeff for being such 
a good neighbor. Between relays, I 
removed and cleaned the trigger. There 
were no other problems with it. 

Day one heroes. 
As the smoke cleared from the first 

day's battle, a couple of surprises 
appeared on the wailing wall. Dick 
Wright shot a teen agg and finished the 
day in third place. This was done with 
severe handicaps I might add. He shot 
moly-coated bullets in a .22 and he 
endured verbal abuse from Ron 
Breedlove, myself and others about 
getting a wide angle lens for our camera 
so we could get a photo of him. There 
were other abuses, but you get the idea. 

In second place was one of the usual 
suspects, Allie Euber. 

The winner was a man from West 
Virginia to whom I feel akin. He kept 
me from having the worst Southern 
"drawl", and for that I am appreciative. 
His name is Danny Sutphin, and this too 
was his second Super Shoot. Great 
shooting, Danny! 

Day two - the plot thickens. 
The 13.5 pound 100 yard contest is 

the focus for this day, and many are 
trying to position themselves for the 200 
yard shooting and winning the two-gun. 
Without writing a match report (Dave 
has warned me about this) , I will state 
that the names that started to come to the 
top are well known. A notable exception 
to this is that of Mark Buettgen of 

Continued on page 45 
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Pierre Condomines (L) and Francois Lecourt (R) of 
France. 

Vlad Lobayev, from Russia. 

Victor Funck (L) of Luxembourg and Paul Fuller of 
Canada 

The Japanese Team (L to R): Megumi Tsukiji, 
Akira Inoue, Masayosh Munakata, Tadashi ~ 

Takemoto, Koto Yoshiaki, Keilch Ishida. 
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Graeme Smith of New 
Zealand. 

The irrepressible Bill 
Gammon of Canada. 

Alfred Throner (L) of Austria and Peter Hammerich of 
Germany. 

Stuart Elliott and Annie Elliott of Australia. 
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Super Shoot XXXII ..... 
World Class! 
Continued from page 42 

to this is that of Mark Buettgen of 
Minnesota. Mark shot his way to the 
top and stayed near that mark and 
possibly could have won the two gun, 
except for a .990 in match four of the 
last day. 

Back to the subject of 100 yards. 
Some of the folks that excelled were 
Faye Boyer (yes, she out shot Tony 
this year), Jack Sutton, Jim Carmichel, 
Allie Euber, Dwight Scott, and Ed 
Watson. Also, it was good to see Hall 
of Fame shooter Allen Arnette shoot 
very well. He resurrected his old 
Rosenthal rifle and made everyone 
pay attention. There were others, but I 
am relying on mergory and do not 
have my match report yet. Some who 
traditionally hang around and wait for 
the 200 yard (real shooting) to begin 
are Tony Boyer, Gary Ocock, Ken 
Hottenstein, Mike Ratigan, Mike 
Bennett, Joe Krupa, Billy Stevens, 
Speedy Gonzalez, and Bart Sauter. 
These are the stealth aggregate 
shooters who show up to get the wood 
at the end of a match. 

200 Yards - avoiding the train 
wreck. 

Personally, I finished 100 yards 
with a .26xx agg in LV and a .25xx in 
HV, not too good, but okay. If I could 
get something going at two hundred 
perhaps ......... naaah! 

SCHNEIDER 
RIFLE BARRELS, 

INC. 
Pull buttoned in Stainless Steel. 

.17 RF thru 50 calibers. 
Standard and custom contouring, 
including fluting with lapping and 

stress relief afterwards. 

GARY SCHNEIDER 
1403 RED BARON 

PAYSON, ARIZONA 85541 
TEL: (928) 474-2852 

Match three ended my hopes when 
the Burlington Northern ran directly 
over me. The result was a 1.5xxx inch 
disaster. Even with this and another 
train wreck, I managed a 55th place in 
the 10.5 # category, and a 97th place in 
the two-gun. There must have been 
more than one train running during the 
week. 

Others were avoiding such mishaps 
and shot the 200 yards with seeming 
ease. The ones that I remember are Bret 
Hail, Mike Bennett, Ed Watson, Mike 
Ratigan, Mark Buettgen, Dwight Scott, 
Smiley Hensley, Curtis Nelson, Brady 

Skip Gordon, widely considered to be 
the Father of the Super Shoot. 

Knight, and Jack Sutton. Jim Carrnichel 
was also collecting a lot of cash option 
money. Even the "Ragin Cajun", Don 
Geraci, had a good day, and took many 
quarters from Don Gentner and me. 

The best part of the Super Shoot. 
For me the best part of the Super 

Shoot is the chance to meet so many of 
the great shooters about which one has 
only read. Also, the renewal of friend
ships of those met at previous matches 
is what keeps one returning. 

Continued on next page 

Mike Buettgen finished third in the 
Two Gun Agg in his first SS! 

Looking For Precision Made Tools? 
When searching for the best selection of precision reloading tools, look no further 

than Sinclair International. We carry a complete line of case preparation tools, 
measuring devices, reloading dies, and specialty tools. All of our sales 

technicians reload and shoot and will assist you 
with questions regarding our product lines. 
Whether you're an experienced handloader 

or a new reloader, let us help 
you achieve your goals. 

Contact Us For Our 
FREE Catalog of 

Shooting & Reloading 
Products! 

INTERNATIONAL 

2330 Wayne Haven Street 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46803 

260-493-1858 • www.sinclairintl.com 
E-Mail: support@sinclairintl.com 
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Super Shoot XXXII ..... 
World Class! 
Continued 

Last year I met Mike Walker and 
I consider that a great privilege. Also, I 
met Skip Gordon last year and talked to 
him again this year. Skip is the man who 

Bart Sauter 
(L) receives 

the "2003 
Shooter of 
the Year" 

award 
from the 

Precision 
Shooting 

President, 
Dr. Maretzo. 
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envisioned a money shoot many years 
ago, and it has developed into the Super 
Shoot of today. 

All participants of this year's shoot 
were privileged to meet two men who 
contributed as much to extreme 
accuracy as anybody. These two were 
honored with plaques and a short 
program led by Don Gentner and Don 

Geraci. Of course I am referring to Dr. 
Lou Palmisano and Mr. Ferris Pindell. 
About 30 years ago these two men took 
a .220 Russian case and turned the 
benchrest world on its ear by blowing 
this case out to what we call the PPC. 

This case was not accepted with 
open arms at first, because the "deuce" 
(.222 Remington) was King and nothing 
could replace it. Well, it has been 
replaced, and the two men listed above 
are responsible for this. Mr. Pindell told 
me that he was going to shoot the Super 
Shoot in 2005 and that he was working 
on a new cartridge. I believe that it is 
based on the Remington BR case and it 
will launch a 105 grain bullet down an 
8" twist barrel. That is all that I know 
about it, but I will be the first to 
state......... "It will never replace the 6 
PPC because it is the King". 

Some business from last year's 
shooting had to be taken care of at this 
year's match. First, Charles Huckeba 
was awarded his Hall Of Fame certifi
cate and jacket. Congratulations to 
Charles for this great achievement. 

• Measures and adjusts cartridg~ concentricity - up to 
1/10,000 of an inch. 

• Pinpoints cartridges with irregular seating depth and case 
surface. 

• Decisive reduction of group size- by up to 50%. 
• Brings industrially manufactured ammunition within 

tolerances of reloading. 
AMMUNITION MEASURING 

AND 
ADJUSTMENT DEVICES 

• Helps reloaders measure and improve their high 
precision reloading. 

• Easy and fast handling I Top quality dial indicator 
reading. 

Made in USA 
US Pat. 6,718,645 82 

• Extensive testing has shown dramatic accuracy 
improvement. 

Find all information with respect to tool sizes and pricing, 
as well as detailed technical explanations on our website: 

www. bersin. info 
BERSIN GmbH, St Jakobsstr. 30, CH 4002 Basel, Switzerland 

For orders 
please contact: 

ISLAND Machine Inc. 
imachine@localnet.com 

KINNEMAN's Custom Products 
www.kinneman.com 

Dealerships available 
bersin@bersin.info 
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Also, Bart Sauter showed the world 
how the benchrest game should be 
played in 2003. He was awarded the 
prestigious "Shooter of the Year" award 
given annually by Precision Shooting 
magazme. 

Another great part of being at the 
Super Shoot are the gracious hosts. 
George Kelbly Sr., George Jr., Jim, 
the wives, children, and friends all 
contribute to making one feel at home. 
They not only do the best job in the 
world of running a match, but they do it 
in a pleasant manner. 

I would be amiss without naming the 
four ladies who manned the kitchen and 
insured that none of us went home 
thinner than when we arrived. They are 
Karen Kelbly, Ruthie Kelbly, Arlene 
Inman, and Janie Reynolds. For the sake 
of being honest, I must say that Ruthie 
was a little "short" with me when I 
asked if she would open the kitchen the 
Sunday morning following the matches. 
Just kidding, Ruthie. 

Conclusions 
Another great year at the Super 

Shoot has passed and plans are already 
being formulated for next year's match. 

I would like to congratulate the 
shooters who shot with amazing consis
tency for four straight days. Mike 
Ratigan shot his little .22 PPC short well, 
not only through the tough Ohio wind, 
but while suffering from a back sprain 
that would have "side lined" lesser men. 
Congratulations on your first Super 
Shoot win and may there be many 
others. 

To Ed Watson ....... there were many 
who were pulling for you to win. Not 
that they had anything against Mike, 
but you have contributed so much to 

Continued on page 49 

SWAROVSKI 
Full line of Swarovski products. 
Lowest prices, include shipping, 

trades are welcome. 

CFL 
I nternationa I 

5327 Turkey Ridge Rd 
Roanoke, VA24014 540-427-1360 

E-mail: CFLINTL@worldnet.att.net 

Contact Us 
For Our FREE 

Catalog of 
Shooting & 
Reloading 
Products! 

Ed 
Watson 
(R), the 
second 
place 
finisher 
in the 
Two 
Gun 
Agg. 
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Mike 
Ratigan 
(center) 
is SS 
XXXII 
Two Gun 
Agg 
numero 
uno. 

Tools That Measure Up! 
When you are getting ready to purchase 

measuring tools for reloading, consider it an 
investment in your reloading future. Buy the 

best tools you can afford at the start. At 
Sinclair we make some of the finest 

measuring tools in the business including our 
Case Neck Micrometer, our Concentricity Gauge, 

our Neck Wall Thickness Gauge, our Chamber 
Length Gauges, and our Seating Oepth Tools. 

Along with the Sinclair measuring tools, 
we have calipers, micrometers, and dial 

indicators from some of the finest 
instrument manufacturers in the world. 

Give us a call today and see how our staff 
of reloading professionals can help you! 

INTERNATIONAL 

2330 Wayne Haven Street 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46803 

260-493-1858 • -.sinclairintl.com 
E-Mail: support@sinclairintl.com 
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Super Shoot XXXII ..... 
World Class! 
Continued from page 47 

this sport and to the Super Shoot. 
Congratulations on your second place 
finish, and I sure wish that I can be as 
competitive when I am 73 years of age. 

Mark Buettgen almost pulled off the 
ultimate surprise on his first try. A third 
place finish against 386 of the best 
benchrest shooters in the world is not 
bad. Maybe your second year will see 
you at the top. 

Until the calendar shows May, 2005, 
let me wish good shooting to all who 
were there and all who plan to be at 
Kelbly's next year. Get your gear in 
order, ..... .. practice, practice, practice, 
and fame and glory may be yours. 

James Mock 

Rhnfire 
Cartridge 

Gage 

This is a gage to measure 
consistency of rim thickness 
on .22 rimfire ammunition (a 
.22 rimfire rifle's headspace 
is determined by case rim 
thickness). The more consis
tent the rim thickness, the more 
consistent the ignition of the 

(I) 

primer and the powder charge 
in the case. In other words, the firing pin 
will fall the same distance every time if 
the same rim thickness is used on every 
case being fired for a particular group. 
By sorting the shells into various groups 
by rim thickness, a reduction in group 
size of up to 25% can be real ized in 
some IF NOT MOST rimfire rifles. This 
information about group reduction 
comes from the .22 rimfire benchrest 
participants who compete in the 
extremely difficult BR-50 matches. All of 
the top shooters sort their shells into 
groups by checking rims and weighing 
the unfired cartridges. 

BALD EAGLE 
Precision Machine Company 

1 01-A Allison St. 
Lock Haven, PA 17745 

TEL (570) 748-6772 
FAX (570) 748-4443 
Bill Gebhart, Owner 

Contact Us 
For Our FREE 

Catalog of 
Shooting & 

Reloading Products! 
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Charles 
Huckeba (R) 
is inducted 
into the 
Benchrest 
Hall of Fame 
by Rex 
Reneau. 

Dick Wright 
(L) looks 
appropriately 
modest and 
insightful 
while accepting 
an award 
for doing 
something or 
other (no one 
knows exactly 
what) at the 
event. 

Preparation Is Everything! 
Proper case preparation is the foundation for reloading 

precision ammunition for your rifle. The goal in case 
preparation is to produce cases that are nearly 

identical to one another. Sinclair has been 
making case preparation tools for over 20 years 

and they are used regularly by thousands of 
handloaders all over the world. Our Primer Pocket 

Uniformers, our Flash Hole Tools, Neck Turning Tools, 
and many other unique and special purpose 

tools help reloaders achieve their rifle's full potential. 
See how Sinclair's case preparation tools can 

help you with your reloading! 

INTERNATIONAL 

2330 Wayne Haven Street 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46803 

260-493-1858 • -.sinclairintl.com 
E-Mail: support@sinclairintl.com 


