
. IJ!t)~ ' 
i.""'~ .......,, ...... ~ ": ·, -......... 

exclusively with extreme rifle -accuracy 
~~. <\-



28 

BY DICK WRIGHT 

This sad tale (relax, it's short) 
will be totally understood by any 
male reader who is or ever has been 
married. 

This fall, since benchrest season 
ended, has been a fairly quiet one 
for the Wright's with only one short 
trip up North to see the fall color. I 
even managed to stay away from the 
blackjack tables at that den of 
iniquity, the local casino, and, as a 
result, had managed to save a few 
shekels from my meager allowance. 
My original plan was to stash the 
dough and use it to go to the Super 
Shoot and the World Championship 
Benchrest Matches, both of which 
will be held at Kelbly's Range next 
summer. So far this is good. 

This is the dumb part. In a 
moment of complete mental lapse 
and of very uncharacteristic good 
will, I mentioned to Glorya that I 
knew that she had really never had a 
proper diamond and that I had a 
little something set aside and that, 
maybe now ... 

She lit up like the National 
Christmas Tree. 

Shortly thereafter I got a call 
from an old shooting pal, Larry 
Hayner of Saginaw, MI, my home
town. Hayner and I have shot big 
bore and smallbore together off 
and on for over forty years. Larry 
told me that they were shooting 

indoor rimfire benchrest matches 
at Duncan's Sports Center in Bay 
City and would do so every Thursday 
night all winter long. He said I 
should stop down on a match night 
and take a look. 

I went and looked and I shot 
Hayner's gun. It was fun and I was 
hooked. The only minor obstacle I 
could see was the fact that I didn't 
have a rimfire benchrest rifle. I had 
to find a gun. 

A day soon came when I was 
whining about being gunless to my 
friend, Mike Swartz of Muncie, IN. 
Mike said that he had too many 
rimfire benchrest rifles and that one 
was a Calfee rifle with all the goodies 
which he would part with for a 
reasonable price. It sounded good. 

Arrangements were made and 
one day I met Mike at Sinclair's to 
pick up the rifle. Mrs. Wright was 
actually quite gracious about the 
whole thing. 

Those who have read my drivel 
for a number of years will know 
that I name my guns. I have a 
"Ferrari" gun and a "Green" gun 
and the "Snake" gun and my beloved 
"Fatso". I now have a gun which 
Mrs. Wright insists that we call 
"Giorya's Diamond". 

As a result Glorya has very 
recently acquired a nice blue leather 
Queen Anne chair that we've been 
looking at for a year. Tomorrow she 
is going shopping for jewelry. (Read 
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"Expensive jewelry") She and our 
daughter are talking about taking a 
cruise this winter, something they 
have always wanted to do. 

Any question? If you are a single 
person, go back and read it again. 

This will be the second Super Shoot 
equipment list that I have done. This 
year there will be a few changes. First, 
instead of listing the equipment used by 
all the competitors, we will list only 
that of those who placed in the top fifty 
places in the Two-Gun Championship. 
There are two very good reasons for 
this . First, there were 387 competitors 
at the 2004 Super Shoot which made it 
the second largest Super Shoot ever. 
For that matter, that probably made it 
the second largest gathering of bench
rest shooters ever. Anyway, the amount 
of work required to sort and assemble 
all that data is huge ... a lot more than I 
want to tackle. 

Secondly, I feel listing only the Top 
Fifty tells us what equipment the very 
best shooters in the world are currently 
using. Do we really care what the 
bottom fifty shooters were using? Not 
I, certainly not badly enough to go 
through that four-inch high stack of 
papers a dozen times. 

I have a few observations before I 
get into the actual lists. First there 
seems to be a real trend toward shooters 
doing their own gunsmithing. The most 
often used gunsmith and stocker was 
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"Self'. This is a real tribute to the skills 
that many benchrest shooters have. 
Let's face it... there are a lot of people 
out there who have a gun shop and who 
can chamber a barrel that will, when 
fitted, not blow anybody up ... at least 
not very often. There are darned few 
folks who have the skills needed to 
make a rifle accurate enough to place 
near the top at the biggest benchrest 
match of the year. 

I practically grew up in a machine 
shop and have a pretty good idea how 
metal is machined. I have also spent 
a few hours watching one benchrest 
gunsmith fitting and chambering barrels. 
What I've seen transcends skill and 
approaches art. And this person is not 
the only one. Many of the best shooters 
in the world are skilled enough to put 
together rifles that will shoot with the 
very best. Cool, Eh? 

Something else notable enough to 
warrant mention is the number of 
shooters who shoot one rifle in both 
classes. Let's face it, there are folks 
who can't really afford more than one 
rifle. There are also folks who are just 

. too darn tight to buy more than one 
rifle. By the same token, there are 
shooters who spend a lot more on 
benchrest rifles and equipment than 
many people make in a year. There are 
true stories of shooters ordering twenty, 
thirty and even forty new barrels each 
year in an effort to find that one magic 
barrel that will let them win the Super 
Shoot. Let's see. .. at four hundred 
bucks or more a crack. .. gentle reader, 
that's a lot of bread. 

I do believe the old shooter's adage, 
"Beware the man with one gun". Of the 
fifty top competitors listed here, thirty
three of them chose to shoot one 10-1/2 
lb. rifle in both the 10-1/2 and the 13-
112 pound classes. Only seventeen used 
two rifles for the two classes. This 
despite the very real advantages of 
shooting a 13-112 lb. gun whenever you 
can in competition. 

Before I get into listing the equip
ment used by the fifty best shooters at 
the 2004 Super Shoot, I think a word of 
caution is appropriate. I honestly think 
that if the same match had been held 
again a week later, that it is likely that 

this list would be somewhat different. 
There are many, many things which 
have to work perfectly to allow one to 
shoot well enough to be on this list. 
Doing it one week doesn't mean that 
you can repeat the next. 

O.K. Lets start with the very heart of 
the rifle ... the actions ... 
ACTIONS 
Stolle 37 
Farley 12 

Shilen 
Kreiger 
Hart 
Spencer 
Broughton 
Douglas 
Turbo 
Maddco 
McMillan 
Lothar Walther 

29 

27 
21 
11 
3 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 

BAT 
Hart 
Hall 
Nesika 
Viper 

10 
2 
1 
1 
1 

This category has been dominated 
by Hart, Shilen and Kreiger for some 
time. I predict that Douglas, Spencer 
and Broughton will make greater 
inroads in the future. 

RFD 1 The next category is interesting ... 
Rosenthal 1 

It should come as no big surprise to 
see Stolle actions leading this category 
by a big margin. I wouldn't be surprised 
to find that there are more Stolle actions 
used in benchrest than all others 
combined. Made by our Super Shoot 
hosts, the Kelbly family, these actions 
are obviously capable of shooting very 
well. Combine the actions' inherent 
accuracy with light weight and the 
Kelbly's marketing skills and you have 
a formidable combination. 

On to the "Battle of the Barrels". 
BARRELS 

GUNSMITHS 
Self 18 
Scott 11 
Stevens 6 
Brackney 5 
Hammonds 3 
Pierce 3 
Kelbly 3 
Goodling 3 
Borden 2 
SG&Y 2 
Spencer 2 
Reneau 2 
Hasecuster 2 

Continued on next page 
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• THE OPTIC- An all new, true 1x-4x X 24 
illuminated Hunting Scope for close, 
mid-range & "Exclusive to Horus", long 
range. This Scope features a wide 
field-of-view, allowing extremely close range 
shooting of "very aggressive animals." 

• THE RETICLE-
A. Ghost Ring for quick and accurate 

rang i ng . 
B. A dot for mid range to 1 00 yards. 
C. Lead markers-walking, running, etc. 
D. Horus exclusive Long Range Reticle. 

• THE SOFTWARE- Horus ATRAG2P or 
ATRAGMP Realtime Aiming System in a field 
ready P.D.A. tells you exactly where to hold 
for A~ TARGET, UNDER ~CONDITIONS, 
WITH ANY AMMUNITION, OR ANY RIFLE! 

Dept. PS-6 
Phone: 650-583-5471 

650-589-8407 
Fax: 650-589-4569 
info@horusvision.com 
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Top SO Equipment List 
Super Shoot 2004 
Continued 

Bohrman 2 
Coleman 2 
Green 1 
Hollister 1 
LaChapelle 1 
Sori 1 
Niblett 1 

A surprising number of very good 
shooters do their own gunsmithing. And 
they do it well or they would 
not be on any "Top-Fifty" list from the 
Super Shoot. 
SCOPE 
Leupold 60 
VVeaver 7 
Sightron 4 
Bausch & Lomb 1 

Leupold continues to dominate the 
rifle scope market for benchrest. 
BULLETS 
Bart's 23 
Self 10 
Fowler 5 
Knight 4 
VVatson 3 
Euber 3 
Lahr 2 
Roper 2 
Short 2 
SG&Y 2 
Rubright 1 
Tucker 1 
Hottenstein 1 
Griffin 1 

Since Lt. Col. Bart Sauter introduced 
his "Ultra" bullet in the spring of 2003, 
that bullet has set eight world records. 
It appears that I am not the only one 
keeping count. 

(Allow me a personal note here ... 
Please continue to buy Bart's Bullets. I 
have it on very reliable authority that 
Mrs. Sauter has recently inherited a 
little red Porsche and has discovered 
just how much fun it is to drive. Bart 
will almost certainly be needing money 
to post bail in the near future .) 
POVVDER 
VV133 44 
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8208 13 
T-32 6 
H-322 3 
N-200 2 
VV130 1 

Vhita Vouri 133 continues to dominate 
the powder category. However, the 
reclaimed military powder, 8208 seems to 
be making inroads. 
STOCKS 
Kelbly 16 
Borden 8 
SG&Y 8 
Leonard 6 
Scoville 6 
Six 6 
McMillan 5 
Adamowitz 3 
Pierce 2 
TM 2 
Scott/Boyer 1 
Dixon 1 
Tucker 1 
Metric 1 

There is a big selection of very good 
benchrest stocks available today. 
Kelbly 's give you a good selection and 
sell more than the others. You have to 
see the wood and carbon fiber stocks 
made by Terry Leonard and John 
Pierce... quite lovely, actually. Bob 
Scoville's three-wood and carbon fiber 
stocks are a technological tour-de-force. 

VVe have a wealth of good choices in 
this category. 
STOCKERS 
Self 14 
Scoville 6 
SG&Y 6 
Stevens 5 
Leonard 5 
Borden 4 
Delasandro 4 
Kelbly 3 
Hail 3 
Goodling 3 
TM 3 
Pierce 2 
Green 2 
Truitt 2 
Dixon 1 
Reneau 1 
Avery 1 
Coleman 1 
Metric 1 
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McGowan 
Niblett 

1 
1 

Many competitors did their own 
stock work. The others trusted the 
work to the pros. There are some really 
beautiful paint jobs to be seen on some 
of the fiberglass and carbon fiber 
stocks. 
SCOPE RINGS 
Kelbly 46 
Farley 5 
Jewell 3 
BAT 3 
Davidson 1 
SG&Y 1 

Kelbly's lightweight and elegantly 
designed aluminum scope rings 
dominated this category. Available with 
either one or two screws per side or a 
combination thereof, you can order 
them your way. Many recommend the 
two screw models for the newer, 
heavier Leupold Competition Series 
scopes, at least for the front ring. 
PRIMERS 
Federal 
Winchester 
CCI 

62 
5 
2 

Not much variation in the primer of 
choice. Federal clearly dominates big 
time. 
CASES 
Lapua 67 

The Lapua 220 Russian brass was 
the unanimous choice of the Top Fifty 
shooters at the 2004 Super Shoot. The 
high quality of the Lapua brass justifies 
this trust. Still, there's always one or 
two guys who don' t get the word. Most 
unusual.. . 

There you have it, the equipment 
used by the top fifty shooters at the 
biggest and most difficult-to-win 
benchrest match of the year. Read it 
carefully and chose your own equip
ment wisely. 

I spend some time each day on 
the increasingly popular "Benchrest 
Central" website on the internet. (www. 
benchrest.com) Every day or two there 
is some new shooter who asks ... 

"What's the best action?" 

"Whose 6mm bullets are best?" 
"Whose barrels are best?" 
Et cetera, et cetera, ad nauseam. 
O.K. Here's your answer ... most 

anyone on this list. For example, if you 
are looking for bullets, buy some from 
three or four of the suppliers listed and 
shoot them to see which one works best 
in your own rifle. You will probably 
find that, should you have two barrels 
for your rifle, that one barrel shoots 
one specific bullet best while the other 
barrel likes another. 

Everyone who makes the Top Fifty 
at the Super Shoot is an experienced 
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competitor and has tried a lot of 
different equipment to see what works 
best for him. Any newcomer to the 
sport will have to do the same thing if 
he or she is to progress to the level 
these Top Fifty competitors have 
attained. 

There it is ... a list of the very best 
accuracy equipment as used by the best 
shooters in the world in 2004. 

Dick Wright 
Staff Writer 

(f) 

NEAR MANUFACTURING SCOPE MOUNTS 
Rock Solid Precision 

-Weatherby Mk V - all models 
-Winchester M70 - all models 
- Remington 700 - all models 

perfect rifle - Savage all, Tika T3 & .o/1595 
' - Sako TRG-21/22/41/42 

NEW- SAKO TRG-S M995 - Steyr SBS 
Solid Titanium or HTSR stainless steel- the most dependable, precise scope mount available. 

The Original tapered base used by the US Navy, US Army & RCMP. 
Available in Matte SS, Matte Black & Matte Titanium. 

Call Toll Free 1 (866) 608-2441 www.nearmfg.com 


